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Transit Police. After twenty years, Victor re-
tired from the New York City Transit Police as 
2nd Grade Detective. 

In 1993, Vic relocated his family to Florida 
and became a volunteer and leader with sev-
eral community organizations, the labor move-
ment, and grassroots efforts. He has estab-
lished a strong reputation as a committed po-
litical activist and an effective leader. Vic has 
volunteered for various local, state and federal 
campaigns, including presidential, congres-
sional, and state and local electoral cam-
paigns. 

In 2012, Vic was elected as State Rep-
resentative for Florida House District 48 in Or-
ange County. Vic currently serves on the Edu-
cation Committee, Government Operations 
Appropriations Subcommittee, Rulemaking 
Oversight and Repeal Subcommittee, and the 
Transportation and Economic Development 
Appropriations Subcommittee. 

Vic has served with organizations involved 
in the labor movement including Political Coor-
dinator for the Amalgamated Transit Union 
(ATU) Local 1596 Orlando, Southeast Region 
Representative for the ATU Latino Caucus, 
and Trustee for the Central Florida Labor 
Council of Orange County (CLC). 

Vic has also been a member of several po-
litical organizations including the Orange 
County Democratic Executive Committee, the 
Orange County Chapter of the Democratic 
Hispanic Caucus, the Florida Voters League, 
Inc., and the Steering Committee of the Mar-
ion County Democratic Executive Committee. 

Vic has been married to Carmen L. Torres 
for over twenty years. Vic and Carmen are the 
proud parents of five children and eight grand-
children. They are faithful members of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida. 

I am honored to recognize State Represent-
ative Victor M. Torres, Jr., during Hispanic 
Heritage Month, for his service to the United 
States and the Central Florida community. 
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DANIEL MCHENRY AND THE 
MCHENRY CHAPEL 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 15, 2014 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the McHenry Chapel for 200 
years of serving the community in White 
County, Illinois. For 200 years, the McHenry 
Chapel has continually been a spiritual home 
for area residents. 

Being almost as old as our country and 
older than the State of Illinois, the McHenry 
Chapel has a long history. It was formed by 
Daniel McHenry in 1814, two years after the 
War of 1812 with many immigrants flooding 
into the area from southern states. This gave 
McHenry the inspiration and devotion to 
preach the gospel to his neighbors. After form-
ing the church, McHenry served in creating 
the town of Carmi. 

The original log church was used from 
1814–1870. And as the faith community con-
tinued to thrive, plans for a new, larger church 
were begun in 1914, during World War I. 
Completed in 1916, the existing church has 
continued to attract people from the area. 

I would like to congratulate and thank the 
current pastor and his wife, Jon and Stephanie 

Carrell, for answering the call to serve their 
community and bring hope and faith to the 
people. 

McHenry Chapel will hold a 200th anniver-
sary celebration on October 19, 2014, with 
services in both the morning and afternoon. A 
lunch will be held after morning service at the 
fairgrounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute the McHenry Chapel 
and offer my best wishes for another 200 
years. 

f 

HONORING LAWRENCE BROOKS 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2014 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Lawrence Nathaniel Brooks, Sr. 
Mr. Brooks, a World War II veteran and Lou-
isiana resident, celebrated his 105th birthday 
on September 12, 2014. 

Mr. Brooks was born in 1909 in Norwood, 
Louisiana. He joined the United States Army 
in 1940 and did basic training at Camp Shelby 
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Serving our coun-
try was a family legacy for Mr. Brooks. He had 
three uncles who fought in World War I, and 
his brother, Chester, was a member of the 
United States Coast Guard. 

The bombing of Pearl Harbor would change 
Mr. Brooks’ life forever. Shortly thereafter he 
was called to duty. He served in the predomi-
nantly African-American 91st Engineer Bat-
talion which was stationed in New Guinea and 
then the Philippines during World War II. He 
served three white officers in his battalion, and 
his daily routine included cleaning the officers’ 
sheets, shining their shoes, making sure their 
uniforms were clean, and accomplishing any 
task these officers asked of him. Brooks at-
tained the rank of Private 1st Class during the 
war. During his service, he had two alarming 
encounters. While he was stationed in New 
Guinea, the Japanese bombed the base 
where he was located. Additionally, Mr. 
Brooks was on a C–47 going from Australia to 
New Guinea, transporting a load of barbed 
wire when one of the engines went out. The 
crew had to work quickly to lighten up the load 
in order to make the plane light enough to 
continue on. 

A true New Orleanian, even Hurricane 
Katrina couldn’t keep Mr. Brooks away from 
the city he loves for too long. A few days after 
the levees failed and the city flooded, Mr. 
Brooks moved to Los Angeles. However, he 
returned to New Orleans a little more than a 
year later. 

Mr. Brooks’ most enduring legacy is his en-
gagement and involvement with his community 
in New Orleans. He is widely known as a pillar 
of his community and regularly volunteers at 
his church, St. Luke’s. 

Mr. Brooks was married to the late Leona B. 
Brooks, and he is a father of five, grandfather 
of thirteen, great-grandfather of 19, and great- 
great grandfather of 2, and he is loved by 
even more. He is known for his love of dance, 
and has committed to enjoying and celebrating 
life. 

The National World War II Museum, which 
I proudly represent, recently hosted a celebra-
tion for Mr. Brooks. During the celebration, he 
was honored by the Museum, the Veterans’ 

Administration, and a host of national and 
local organizations. It is my honor to introduce 
Mr. Brooks to the country. I invite everyone to 
join me in congratulating Mr. Lawrence Brooks 
on a life well-lived, and wishing him the best. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JIM AND EVA 
DYKES 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dykes who have been 
married 59 years and serve as clergy in Lee 
County, Alabama. 

Jim and Eva met while Jim was still serving 
his country in the U.S. Army. They were mar-
ried in Mannheim, Germany in 1955. 

When Jim’s tour of duty ended, the Dykes 
moved to Denver, Colorado. In 1970, they 
moved back to Lee County, Alabama where 
Jim served as a pastor. 

The Dykes raised four children and are the 
proud grandparents of seven grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren. Their children 
include: Jimmy Dykes, Helene Sykes, Ernest 
Byron Dykes and Maryanne Pillgreen. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking Mr. 
and Mrs. Dykes for their tireless service in the 
Lee County community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MIGUEL ANTONIO 
NIEVES BOU 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Miguel Antonio Nieves Bou. Miguel was 
born in Puerto Rico to Miguel Angel Nieves 
Diaz and Iris Bou Cordova of Corozal on June 
13, 1963. Miguel attended Catholic school and 
the American Military Academy in Guaynabo, 
Puerto Rico before moving to Sebring, Florida 
in 1977. 

Miguel graduated from Sebring High School 
and received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration from Gardner-Webb University 
in Boiling Springs, North Carolina. After grad-
uating from college, he married Kathy Lynn 
Duckett and soon moved back to Central Flor-
ida. He began his career with the Western 
Auto Supply Company and rapidly rose within 
the organization to become the second young-
est and first Hispanic District Manager in com-
pany history. While his career with Western 
Auto Supply Company began in Central Flor-
ida, job promotions took him to assignments 
throughout the state of Florida and then to 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

In 1990, Miguel and Kathy gave birth to 
their first of two sons, Michael Alexander 
Nieves. Looking to settle down, Miguel left 
Western Auto to join the Communications In-
dustry as a Sales Executive for a radio station. 
Soon media became his passion. Within three 
years, he became Sales Manager for two 
English language radio stations in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. During this time Miguel 
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